1861]           DEATH OF THE PRINCE CONSORT              383
mother, and told her to remember that the blow was dealt by the hand of the All-Wise. She remembers this now, and keeps saying, ' Now you see I am calm; I am profiting by his advice, I am doing what he wished.' The Duchess of Sutherland and Lady Augusta Bruce with her.
On the 17th she saw Lord G-ranville, who brought Palmer-ston's [box], and she signed several papers of pressing importance.
The Prince of Wales seems anxious to take his place, and I hear, behaves with great tact and feeling. The funeral strictly private, which I knew before I left town, or should have remained. They wish to move the Queen to Osborne, but she puts it off every day, dreading the sight of the glaring daylight, it being impossible for the yacht to bring up under Osborne after dark. As matters now stand she will go to-day, the Prince of Wales escorting her and returning. ...
The Prince of Wales wishes not to have the G-ren. Guards, and says that they ought to be given to some old General officer.
He wrote yesterday to Palmerston by desire of his mother, to say that Lord P. would always find her mindful of her duty and of her people, but that her worldly career was at an end. ...
From the very outset of his personal knowledge of the Prince Consort, at a time when it was the fashion to belittle him, Disraeli conceived a great admiration both for his abilities and for his character. He told Ms sister in 1852 that the Prince was the best-educated man he ever met, but not over-educated; and he told Lord Ponsonby in 1854 that his sentiment towards the Prince was ' one of devotion.'1 Further intercourse only strengthened this feeling. ' With Prince Albert,' he said to Vitzthum just after the death, ' we have buried our Sovereign. This German Prince has governed England for twenty-one years with a wisdom and energy such as none of our Kings have ever shown. ... If he had outlived some of our " old stagers," he would have given us, while retaining all constitutional guarantees, the blessings of absolute government. Of us younger men who are qualified to enter the Cabinet, there is not one who would not willingly have bowed to his experience. We are now in the midst of a change of government.'2
i See Vol. in., pp. 371, 531.         2 Vitzthum, Vol. II., p. 176.nservatives were
